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ELEMENT OF CONTRAST IN THE RG-VEDIC POETRY
By
S. G. MOGHE*

It is noticed that the element of contrast is fruitfully utilised by the
classical poets like Kalidasa, Bharavi, Bhavabhiti and Jagannatha in their poetic
compositions, to heighten the effect ot poetry

It is further observed that the element of contrast found in the Mahabhdrata
has served as a hint to Bharavi to compose the stanzas in the mouth of Draupadi
in the first canto of ihe Kirgtarjuniyam.! '

In the light of this background, an attempt is made in the present paper to
collect a good number of examples illustrating the principle of contrast in the
Rg-Vedic poetry. It may te remembered here that Prof. H. D. Velankar has
pointed out some places of contrast in the course of his notes on the hymns of
the Rg-Veda. But the learned Professor has not devoted a special section for
this purpose to point out the various varieties of contrast we notice in the Rg-
Vedic poetry. Hence an attempt is made here to show the varieties of contrast
with good illustrations, making the best use of the material available in the notes
on the Rg-Vedic poetry at the hands of scholars,

In the first variety, we find that there is a marked contrast in the actions of
the two persons-deities and other persons to be more specific. Agni is described
as ‘undeceived? deceiver’ at Rg-Veda V. 19.3. Even the Adityas are described

Journal of the Oriental Institute, Vol, 45, Nos. 1-2, September-December, 1995
Issue, pp. 1-8
* 74-B, Tatya Gharpure Path, J.S.S. Road, Bombay-400004;
Framgsitag 1. 34-36 and 38 to 40,
azsq: gW:—RV, V, 19.+,
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